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Coverage for combos
I want to use a combo moisture control/
adhesive system, but I keep hearing I
need 100 percent coverage. Is it really
that important? And how do I do that?
LARRY SCOTT, VP of ﬁeld technical services at Clifton, N.J.based DriTac Flooring Products LLC, answers:

Making lace-ins
so much easier
This issue’s tip comes from David
Merrill at Spring Grove, Ill.-based
Totallywood Flooring:

I

n my area we do a lot of lace-in jobs, and we
used to do board removal like everyone else:
Take a circular saw, cut two kerfs and remove the
pieces with a lot of ﬁnagling. At some point I got
the idea to drill a hole in the board and put a cats
paw in the hole, then slam that with my mallet. It
was easier: You didn’t have to cut the boards and it
wasn’t as messy. But it was still physical, because
you had to whale on it to get it out. Then one day
while we were on a job I realized I could use my
demolition hammer, which we use for tile demo
jobs. I went out on the driveway and used an angle
grinder to cut a proﬁle in the chipping bit—not
easy, as that Hilti steel was no joke—and that’s
what I’ve used ever since. I think you could also
use it to drive the new boards back in as long as
you protected the boards, but I haven’t tried that
yet. See a video of this trick in action in the online
version of this article at wfbmag.co/fm18tot.
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U

nlike bond-only ﬂooring adhesives, MS polymer or urethane
moisture control system adhesives must be applied
completely and meticulously. Such projects hinge on total
connection between the ﬂooring, adhesive and substrate—you
need to create a monolithic membrane and 100 percent coverage of
adhesive to the back of the boards, or moisture penetration of the
wood ﬂooring will result, potentially causing the entire system to fail.
Such a mistake would be similar to rolling out a polyethylene ﬁlm
and cutting holes in it. Anything short of complete board coverage
will negate the moisture control feature of the adhesive altogether.
An equally important consideration is the ﬂatness of the concrete
substrate. Not ﬂattening the subﬂoor properly could result in the
boards not being properly bonded with the required adhesive
membrane, crippling the installation project and voiding any warranty
that might be in place.
To ensure 100 percent coverage, start by cleaning the substrate,
inspecting its ﬂatness and correcting any areas to be within ﬂatness
requirements. Throughout the application process, the recommended
trowel must be used in tandem with a 100–150 pound roller. Doing so
will not only vastly improve your likelihood of achieving total coverage,
but it will also prevent any warranty from being voided by improper
usage of a trowel or roller. During the process, periodically check
the adhesive coverage by pulling an installed board and inspecting
its backside. If it is at all lacking coverage, scrape up the adhesive
altogether and reapply fresh adhesive until coverage is 100 percent.
Utilize the V-notched
side of the proper
trowel to meet the
necessary spread
rate. While not
required, keying or
ﬂat-troweling the
adhesive onto the
concrete could also
aid the process and
prevent subtle errors.

