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To address the demand for virtually 
a “kitchen sink” of features and 
performance properties, flooring 

adhesive suppliers have continued to 
enhance existing products and introduce 
new ones.

These refinements satisfy the need 
for faster cure times, easier application, 
environmental sustainability, moisture 
mitigation, improved acoustical properties 
and/or overall solid performance. More 
and more, adhesives are becoming multi-
faceted multi-taskers.

“Hybrid or MS polymer sound and 
moisture control system adhesives have 
been a growing focus in the flooring 
industry,” said John Brown, technical 
sales manager at DriTac Flooring 
Products. “The ability to offer a user-
friendly product that can meet multiple 
needs with one single-component 
adhesive application is advantageous 
to the end-user and customer. Easy to 
clean wet or dry, hybrid or MS polymer 
adhesives enable end-users to capitalize 
on overall project efficiency by limiting 
callbacks and the time spent cleaning up 
once the job is complete.”

Another example of multi-use, 
premium-grade, “green” sound and 
moisture control wood flooring adhesive 
solutions are those that reportedly do 
away with moisture testing and can be a 
game-changer for many contractors. Most 
subfloor moisture control systems require 

testing prior to adhesive application 
and the installation of the finished floor 
covering but newer products that offer 
unlimited subfloor moisture control can 
provide tremendous value and efficiency to 
installers. However, it is essential to make 
sure the adhesive manufacturer expressly 
states this information in writing.

Speaking of testing, ASTM 
International’s adhesives standards also 
come into play, enabling companies 
around the globe to test products and 
their components. 

The standards help identify these 
properties which include viscosity, 
adhesion, shear strength and shear 
modulus. Since adhesives are utilized to 
form bonds or joints between a variety of 
adhered materials, standards also help to 
identify adhesive bond or joint mechanical 
properties like strength, creep, fracture 
and fatigue. The different effects of 
environmental factors on adhesive bonds 
and joints are also compared. 

Another organization, the U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC), has published 
requirements designed to reduce the 
quantity of indoor air contaminants 
that are considered “odorous, irritating 
and/or harmful to the comfort and well-
being of installers and occupants.” It lists 
volatile organic compound (VOC) limits 
that flooring adhesives used in interior 
applications must comply with in its IEQ 
Credit 4.1 requirements.

Adhesives, sealants and sealant 
primers should also comply with South 
Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) Rule #1168. 

The Carpet and Rug Institute’s 
Green Label Plus Indoor Air Quality 
Standard identifies adhesive, carpet 
and cushion products that meet or 
exceed government indoor air quality 
regulations and are the lowest emitting 
products on the market.

In general, indoor air quality is among 
the most important factors for most of 
these third-party certifications.

Other relevant associations and 
certifications include Greenguard, 
FloorScore and Green Seal.

In keeping with the regulatory 
standards and certifications noted above 
as well as consumer interest, the quantity 
and quality of green products have 
continued to increase.

And to address the specific needs of 
various projects, for example, thin set 
adhesives have been designed with features 
such as unique wetting out characteristics, 
non-sag performance and extended open 
time to perform in demanding applications 
such as continuous water immersion, 
thermal exposure and heavy traffic and 
service areas.

For use in an evolving market segment, 
wear-rated, self-leveling compounds have 
been introduced for customers who don’t 
plan to use a floor covering but want a 

The HP Schönox Roll and Go kit facilitates installation from a standing position. It is a rollable acrylic adhesive for tiles on suitable 
substrates in interior areas. The Roll and Go adhesive is also available in separate 2.77- and 3.96-gallon containers.
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concrete topping that’s durable and can 
be polished. These are being installed in 
a variety of applications including retail, 
restaurants, offices and warehouses.

“Underlayments create a flat floor that 
increases installation ease and speed, and 
they reduce the likelihood of hollow spots 
or flooring damage,” said Eric Kurtz, 
market manager of hardwood, resilient 
and surface preparation systems in the 
consumer and construction business unit 
at Bostik. “Flat subfloors also reduce the 
amount of adhesive or mortar used for 
flooring installation.”

Also available now are multi-use 
adhesive technologies that can be easily 
cleaned off the surface of hardwood 
flooring when cured or uncured. This 
helps prevent harming the finish of 
the floor and defeats one of the major 
challenges traditional moisture-curing 
adhesives have faced for many years.

With next-generation products like 
high-end 5-In-1 solutions that offer 
bond, sound control, moisture control, 
crack suppression and old adhesive 
residue isolation, adhesives are available 
that offer multiple solutions in one pail, 
add to the bottom line, positively impact 
time management and achieve successful 
results that considerably support the 
value of any project.

Overall project efficiency is a critical 
differentiator. Easy to clean, multi-use 
solution products that are fully attained 
with one trowel application stand out 
from the competition. 

Some adhesive manufacturers, like 
HPS Schönox, said they believe in 
choosing renovation over demolition 
when at all possible, and certain 
products can facilitate in speeding up 
project renovations.

“The proper use of primers and self-
leveling products can many times eliminate 
the need for demolition and reduce the time 
it takes to complete a project,” said David 
Stowell, technical director at Schönox.

Major flooring market shifts, such as 
the sales growth of luxury vinyl plank 
(LVP) and luxury vinyl tile (LVT), also 
continue to drive changes in the types of 
adhesives that are called for.

Whatever adhesives are specified, it is 
important to remember that their ultimate 
success depends on proper preparation 
of the subfloor as well as acclimation and 
maintenance in strict accordance with the 
supplier’s recommendations. 

In sum, adhesive suppliers continue 
to stay on top of what is happening in 
every sector of the flooring industry 
so that they can remain ahead of the 
curve and deliver the ideal solution for 
the job.  

AB Colors Plus Div. Of American Biltrite
200 Bank St.
Sherbrooke, QC J1H 4K3 Canada
905/507-2400; 800/479-0190
Fax: 800/810-5731
flooring@american-biltrite.com
www.american-biltrite.com/flooring_us/

Advanced Adhesive Technologies
424 S. Spencer St.
Dalton, GA 30721 USA
706/226-0610; 800/228-4583
Fax: 706/278-6207
info@aatglue.com
www.aatglue.com

DriTac Flooring Products
60 Webro Rd.
Clifton, NJ 07012 USA
973/614-9000; 800/394-9310
Fax: 973/614-9099
info@dritac.com
www.dritac.com

Endura Flooring Div. Burke Industries
2250 S. 10th St.
San Jose, CA 95112 USA
800/447-8442
Fax: 800/832-5398
info@endura-flooring.com
www.endura-flooring.com

Ferma Wood Flooring
84 Mayfield Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837 USA
732/225-5200; 877/ferma-28
Fax: 732/225-5290
sales@ferman.com
www.fermaflooring.com

Flexco
1401 E. 6th St.
Tuscumbia, AL 35674 USA
256/383-7474; 800/633-3151
Fax: 256/381-0322
info@flexcofloors.com
www.flexcofloors.com

Foam Products Corp
350 Beamer Rd
Calhoun, GA 30701 USA
706/629-1256; 800/526-3626
Fax: 706/625-0855
jwink@foamproducts.com
www.foamproducts.com

Franklin International
2020 Bruck St.
Columbus, OH 43207 USA
800/877-4583
Fax: 614/445-1813
construction@franklini.com
www.franklininternational.com

Fritz Industries
500 Sam Houston Rd.
Mesquite, TX 75149 USA
972/285-5471; 800/955-1323
Fax: 972/270-0179
jblanton@fritzind.com
www.fritztile.com

Gerflor USA
595 Supreme Dr.
Bensenville, IL 60106 USA
877/437-3567
Fax: 847/394-3567
info@gerflorusa.com
www.gerflorusa.com

Halo Floors
7590 Chaparral Drive
Atlanta, GA 30350 USA
770/392-0037
Fax: 770/730-9679
www.cbcflooring.com

HPS Shönox
511 Wilhite Street
Florence, AL, 35630 USA
256/246-0345; 855/391-2649 
Fax: 256/246-0346
info@hpsubfloors.com
www.hpsubfloors.com

MAPEI Corp.
1144 E. Newport Center Dr.
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442 USA
954/246-8888; 800/426-2734
Fax: 954/246-8801
mhuertas@mapei.com
www.mapei.com

Moxie International
3201 Swetzer Rd.
Loomis, CA 95650 USA
916/652-1300
Fax: 916/652-1301
www.moxie-intl.com

Noble Co.
7300 Enterprise Drive
Spring Lake, MI 49456 USA
231/799-8000; 800/878-5788
Fax: 231/799-8850
anne@noblecompany.com
www.noblecompany.com

PoloPlaz
1 Paradise Park Rd.
Jacksonville, AR 72076 USA
501/985-1172
Fax: 501/985-1359
billj@poloplaz.com
www.poloplaz.com

Protecto Wrap Co.
1955 S. Cherokee St.
Denver, CO 80223 USA
303/777-300; 1800/759-9727
Fax: 303/777-9273
info@protectowrap.com
www.protectowrap.com

Roberts Consolidated Industries
1001 Broken Sound Pkwy., NW, Suite A
Boca Raton, FL 33487 USA
561/994-5550; 800-777-8665
Fax: 561-241-2830
inquiries@robertsconsolidated.com
www.robertsconsolidated.com

Royal Adhesives & Sealants Parabond/
Fortane
863 SE Main St.
Simpsonville, SC 29681 USA
800/763-7272; 800/763-7272
Fax: 864/228-1485
sonny.callaham@rascp.com
www.parabond.com

Synthetic Surfaces
Box 241
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 USA
908/233-6803
Fax: 908/233-6844
info@nordot.com
www.nordot.com
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Whether it’s a hard surface
floor or residential carpet
installation, what goes under

the final floor is often as important as
what that floor is.

CARPET CUSHION
Also called ‘underlay’ by some, carpet

cushion/padding plays an important role
in the performance of the carpet.

Using a good carpet pad does
provide greater comfort underfoot,
but a more important reason is that
good cushion will absorb impact from
repeated footfalls. This impact can a
cause a host of problems, including
the synthetic latex in the backing can
break down, backings may stretch,
delamination can occur or unnecessary
wear on the face fiber.

The Carpet Cushion Council
provides answers to carpet cushion-
related questions.

COMMON TYPES OF CARPET CUSHION
• Rebond: The most common type

of cushion is made from reclaimed scrap
of high-density urethane foam used in
furniture and automotive manufacturing,
which is bonded together to form a pad.
There are various grades of rebond in
terms of thickness and quality.

• Fiber Cushion: This carpet padding

is a nonwoven material usually made
from recycled materials, including post-
consumer carpet.

Frothed Polyurethane Foam: Is made
with carpet backing machinery. Liquid
ingredients are applied, either directly
to the back of carpet or to a nonwoven
material producing a separate cushion.

UNDERLAYMENT FOR HARD SURFACE
FLOORS

Flooring underlayment is a thin
material that rests between the floor
covering on top and the subfloor at
the bottom. Underlayment provides a
smooth surface for the final flooring,
mediates noise and in some cases, acts as
a moisture barrier.

TYPES OF UNDERLAY
Depending on the flooring you are

installing, the underlayment might
be a hard material such as plywood or
cement board or a soft material such as
felt or padding.

• Floating Hardwood, Engineered
Hardwood and Laminate Underlayment:
A variety of underlays are used ranging
from simple foam pads to foam pads with
a plastic moisture retarders attached
to dense felt-like underlayments with
remarkable sound absorption properties.

• Resilient Flooring Underlayment:

AC grade plywood — ¼ inch to ½ inch—
tends to be the best flooring underlayment
for many dry applications (hardwood,
laminate and engineered wood). The
A-graded side is smooth enough even for
the thinnest vinyl flooring.

There are a variety of roll materials,
from cork to foam to treated paper and
others that provide a smooth surface,
sound mediation and moisture control.

• Tile Flooring Underlayment:
Tile underlayment must provide solid
support, so the tile and grout won’t crack
when walked on. However, it must also be
somewhat flexible to absorb movement and
any expansion or contraction that comes
with changing temperature and humidity.

• CBU or Cement Board
Underlayment: CBU consists of cement
material and fibers made from wood
or cellulose. The fibers reinforce the
cement and also give it a certain amount
of flexibility that allows for movement
without cracking the cement.

• DITRA Uncoupling Membrane:
This premium underlay is
manufactured from polyethylene with
a unique design. DITRA features a grid
structure of square cavities, the base of
each cavity being larger than the top.
This allows tile mortar, which bonds
to the tile, to anchor within the cavity
when it hardens.

MP Global’s Quiet Walk
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Carpenter Co.

5016 Monument Ave., Box 27205
Richmond, VA, 23230 USA
804/359-0800
Fax: 804/358-5873
www.carpenter.com

Dalton Foam, Div. of Consumer Products Div. 
NCFI Polyurethanes
1100 Hawthorne Lane
Charlotte, NC, 28205 USA
800/277-0377 
Fax: 704/342-1892
mike.jennings@daltonfoam.net
www.barnhardt.net

Diversified Foam Products/ The Floor Muffler, 
Div. of Flooring Products
121 High Hill Rd
Swedesboro, NJ, 08085 USA
856/662-1981; 800/440-6008 
Fax: 856/662-5708
sales@floormuffler.com
www.floormuffler.com

Domfoam Inc.
8785 Langelier Blvd.
Montreal, QC, H1P 2C9 Canada
514/325-8120; 800/361-9205 
Fax: 514/325-8633
underlay.sales@domfoam.com
www.domfoam.com

Dow, Div. of Floor Covering Industry Center
1881 West Oak Parkway
Marietta, GA, 30062 USA
989/832-1426; 800/441-4369 
Fax: 989/832-1465
fdalits@dow.com
www.dowcarpetbackings.com

Dura Undercushions
8525 Delmeade Rd.
Montreal, QC, H4T 1M1 Canada
514/737-6561; 800/295-4126 
Fax: 514/342-7940
mnwilson@dura-undercushions.com
www.duracushion.com

Eternity Floors
1923 Hooper Ave
Los Angeles, CA, 90011 USA
213/748-3526
Fax: 213/748-4949
sales@eternityflooring.com
www.eternityflooring.com

Ferma Wood Flooring
83 Mayfield Ave.
Edison, NJ, 08837 USA
732/225-5200; 877/ferma-28 
Fax: 732/225-5290
sales@ferman.com
www.fermaflooring.com

Foam Products Corp
350 Beamer Rd
Calhoun, GA, 30701 USA
706/629-1256; 800/526-3626 
Fax: 706/625-0855
nfo@foamproducts.com
www.foamproducts.com

Healthier Choice Flooring
401 Jones St.
Dalton, GA, 30720 USA
706/275-0345; 800/872-8426 
Fax: 706/226-8293
cpoteet@healthierchoice.com
www.healthierchoice.com

HPS Shönox
511 Wilhite Street
Florence, AL, 35630 USA
256/246-0345; 855/391-2649 
Fax: 256/246-0346
info@hpsubfloors.com
www.hpsubfloors.com 

Jasztex Fibers
61, Hymus Quest
Pointe-Claire, QC, H9R 1E2 Canada
514/697-3096; 888/527-0839 
Fax: 514/697-0591
alvin@jasztex.com
www.jasztex.com

Laticrete International, Inc.
One Laticrete Park North
Bethany, CT, 06524 USA
203/393-0010; 800/243-4788 
Fax: 203/393-1684
technicalservices@laticrete.com
www.laticrete.com

Leggett & Platt, Div. of Urethane Div.
307W 7th Street - Suite 1800
Ft. Worth, TX, 76102 USA
817/626-6690
Fax: 817/626-6699
mailto:randy.dye@leggett.com
www.lpflooringproducts.com

Lonseal
928 E. 238th St.
Carson, CA, 90745 USA
310/830-7111; 800/832-7111 
Fax: 310/830-9986
info@lonseal.com
www.lonseal.com

M-D PRO, Div. of PROVA/Bengard/Loxcreen/
M-D Building Products
5720 Ambler Drive
Mississauga, ON, L4W 2B1 Canada
905/625-3210; 800/565-6653 
Fax: 905/629-4249
julia.v@mdteam.com
www.provaproducts.com

Mohawk Industries 
P.O. Box 12069
Calhoun, GA, 30703 USA
706/629-7721; 800/241-4494 
laura_bartley@mohawkind.com, melissa_
stocks@mohawkind.com
www.mohawkflooring.com

MP Global Products, LLC
2500 Old Hadar Rd., P.O. Box 2283
Norfolk, NE, 68702-2283 USA
402/379-9695; 888/379-9695 
Fax: 402/379-9737
DSummers@mpglobalproducts.com
www.mpglobalproducts.com

Multiply Plywood
20 Horseshoe Lane
Lemont, IL, 60439 USA
630/257-3535
Fax: 630/257-2001
cp_martin@msn.com
www.multiplyplywood.comDriTac 8301 Impact and DriTac 8302 Double Impact 




