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U N D E R L A Y M E N T / C A R P E T  C U S H I O N

Sound abatement, moisture and 
temperature control, as well as sub-
floor improvement can all be ac-

complished with the right underlayment 
installed under hard surface flooring.

With rise in demand for luxury vinyl 
tile and planks (LVT and LVP), wood, en-
gineered wood and ceramic, manufactur-
ers have developed underlayments that 
improve consumer satisfaction with hard 
surface floors.

In addition to underlayments that are 

a layer of a hard material such as plywood 
or cement board or a soft material such 
as felt or padding, self-leveling products 
can be poured over an uneven concrete 
slab to create a smooth, flat or level sur-
face prior to installing a new hard surface 
floor. Self-levelers can cover minor sub-
floor irregularities and reduce the time 
for subfloor preparation. 

There are many different underlay-
ments for various types of hard surface 
flooring. For solid hardwood or engi-

neered hardwood to be 
installed over a wood sub-
floor, an underlayment 
of 15 lb. black felt paper 
over the wood subfloor is 
recommended prior to in-
stalling the new floor.

A variety of under-
lays — from simple foam 
pads to foam pads with a 
plastic moisture retarder 
attached to dense felt-like 
underlayments — can be 
used for floating hard-
wood, engineered hard-
wood and laminate floors. 

For resilient flooring, 
an AC grade plywood 
— ¼ inch to ½ inch— 
can be used because the 
A-graded side is smooth 
enough even for the thin-
nest vinyl flooring. 

Tile Flooring underlay-
ment must provide solid 
support, so the tile and 

grout won’t crack when walked on but be 
flexible enough to absorb movement and 
any expansion or contraction that comes 
with changing temperature and humidity. 

Carpet Cushion
Carpet cushion not only provides extra 

comfort underfoot, but also absorbs the 
impact of traffic, helping the carpet bounce 
back and maintain good looks longer. 

The right cushion can also contribute 
to sound reduction, insulation and easier 
maintenance. Enhanced cushion prod-
ucts are available with a moisture barrier 
layer that keeps spills from penetrating 
into the cushion and subfloor, making it 
easier to remove the spill. Some cushions 
include an odor absorbent treatment to 
control odors from spills. 

Rebond is the most common type of 
carpet cushion. It is made from reclaimed 
scrap of high-density urethane foam used 
in furniture and automotive manufactur-
ing, which is bonded together to form a 
pad. There are various grades of rebond 
in terms of thickness and quality. 

A fiber cushion pad is a nonwoven ma-
terial usually made from recycled materi-
als, including postconsumer carpet. 

Frothed polyurethane foam can be ap-
plied to carpet with carpet backing machin-
ery. Liquid ingredients are applied, either di-
rectly to the back of carpet or to a nonwoven 
material producing a separate cushion. 

High-density frothed polyurethane 
foam is also available in various layers 
and promises to be waterproof, mold 
resistant with virtually zero VOCs. 

Healthier Choice offers a range of frothed polyurethane cushions that are moisture resistant.

The World’s Best Carpet Cushion TM

DriTac 8301 Impact and DriTac 8302 Double Impact 




