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See it First. 
The Future of Tile & 
Stone is at Coverings.
April 20 – 23
New Orleans

For more than 30 years, Coverings has been the 
preeminent ceramic tile & natural stone showcase 
in North America. With countless options for 
color, shape, and style, as well as providing high 
durability and value for applications indoors and 
out you’ll fi nd tile & stone for any project from big 
budget to cost-conscious to LEED-certifi ed. Only 
at Coverings can you experience the latest tile & 
stone trends and products from over 40 countries, 
network with industry peers, learn from over 50 
educational opportunities, and gain connections 
that will help advance your career and business.

Attending Coverings  is a proactive investment 
that will pay you back many times over with 
ideas and connections to position you for greater 
success. See it fi rst in New Orleans.

Register at no cost at Coverings.com
#Coverings2020

Taking on sound & 
quick turnarounds
Subfloor prep & installation products meet 
multifamily’s unique needs
By Elise Linscott

Flooring installations for multifam-
ily buildings have a unique set of 
standards and requirements, war-
ranting products that are fast and 
easy to use, with added benefits like 
sound abatement and safety and 
performance features.

There have also been shifts within 
the types of flooring chosen for these 
installations, according to Seth Glad-
den, director of A&D/OEM sales at 
Taylor Adhesives.

“What we are seeing is the change 
over from carpet to LVT (luxury vinyl 
tile) in many areas of multifamily hous-
ing, such as common areas; as well as 
wet areas such as kitchens and baths,” 
Gladden said. “This is driving installa-
tion solutions that help increase mois-
ture and sound control properties, such 
as our Resolute adhesive. Resolute ac-
tually reduces the need for an additional 
underlayment to muffle sound in some 
cases. Plus, it increases the longevity of 
the floor for multiple turns before re-
placement is needed.”

Typically, multifamily housing 
units are under a time constraint to 
get units ready to be leased back out, 
Gladden added. That’s why compa-
nies like Taylor also offer adhesives 
that allow for immediate foot traffic 
and eliminate the need for multiple 
adhesives on a jobsite.

One recent major adjustment in 
product technologies is the introduc-
tion of “floating acoustical underlay-
ment” that can adhere LVP/LVT. 

“This reduces floor prep for level of 
plane and substrate cleanliness, since 
due to the floating application, the 
substrate does not need to be clean,” 
said David Jackson, vice president 
of field technical services at DriTac 
Flooring Products. “Replacement of 
the floor is easy too, just cut into sec-
tions and haul away.”

Another difference is that unlike 
in many commercial applications, 
with multifamily residential high-
rise, sound attenuation is of the ut-
most importance. 

“Sound deadening underlayment 
and system adhesives that offer 
sound control play prominent roles 

in maximizing the IIC and STC rat-
ings achieved for multifamily condos 
and apartment complexes,” Jack-
son added. “Additionally, oftentimes 
building management will request 
that contractors begin multifamily 
flooring installations without proper 
flooring acclimation and/or use of a 
HVAC (ambient conditions) system, 
which is typically required by each 
flooring manufacturer.”

HealtH & Safety
Companies like Schönox HPS 

North America have also focused 
on innovative solutions to improve 
acoustics and fire resistance, accord-
ing to Britton Watson, senior market-
ing and communications manager.

“Investing in materials that im-
prove safety and decrease sound 
transmission through the floors 
helps improve resident satisfaction,” 
Watson said. “Sound dampening 
helps decrease turnovers and ulti-
mately results in fewer long-term 

“MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, 
COST, ENERGY-EFFICIENCY, 

SUSTAINABILITY AND 
NOISE ARE PROBLEMS 

CONSISTENTLY ASSOCIATED 
WITH MULTIFAMILY 

FACILITIES. HOWEVER, NEW 
TECHNOLOGY HAS BEEN 
CREATED TO SHIFT HOW 
CONSUMERS INTERACT 

WITH SUSTAINABLE 
BUILDINGS FROM THE 
PLANNING PHASE ALL 

THE WAY THROUGH FINAL 
COMPLETION AND BEYOND.”

– ART MINTIE, LATICRETE
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synthetic hybrids are ÖN IT.
DRYING INDEPENDENT OF
CLIMATE CONDITIONS.

REVOLUTIONARY GREEN SELF-LEVELERS 
IDEAL FOR OCCUPIED SPACES

• STRONG • VERSATILE 
• DURABLE • FAST
• DUST-REDUCED • LOW VOCS
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Take your business to a whole new level. Call 855.391.2649 or visit
hpsubfloors.com to learn how your projects run smoother with Schönox Ön It.

and on-going expenses. An added 
benefit is that many sound insula-
tion self-leveling compounds also 
improve heat insulation.”

To that end, Schönox has formu-
lated its Renotex 3D, a multi-di-
mensional glass fiber reinforcement 
fabric, combined with the Hybrid 
Active-Dry Technology of Schönox 
AP Rapid Plus and a suitable min-
eral-wool sound insulation layer, 
creating a floating construction 
system that was engineered to not 
only meet, but exceed, these needs 
for multifamily, senior living and 
apartment living. It’s also versatile, 
customizable and it is UL Classified, 
Watson added. 

“It doesn’t have to adhere to a 
compromised or contaminated 
substrate; therefore, it eliminates 
the need for an adhesive while it 
improves sound insulation, sound 
transmission and thermal insula-
tion,” she said.

Another product, Schönox TS, can 
also be easily installed on floors as 
well as walls. It improves heat in-
sulation and walking comfort and 
reduces the formation of walking, 
lines on carpets.

Over the last several years, con-
sumers have become more commit-
ted to long-term sustainable living 
and prefer to identify the impact 
installation materials will have on 
the environment before purchas-
ing. This has been the driving force 
behind the technological advance-
ments we see today and will con-
tinue to see in new adhesive and in-
stallation products, said Art Mintie, 
senior director of technical services 
at Laticrete.

“New developments of adhesives 
and installation products, like mor-
tars and grouts, are now commonly 
made from recyclable, sustainable 
materials and/or emit low VOCs,” 
Mintie said. “These new products 
are also designed to meet or exceed 
many regulatory requirements and 
are equipped with supporting Health 
Product Declarations, Environmen-
tal Product Declarations and UL 
GreenGuard Certifications, which 
help manufacturers create — and 
help buyers identify — tile and floor-
ing installation materials’ impact on 
the environment. 

“In addition to sustainability im-
provements such as more products 
that emit low VOCs, we expect green 
products to see continuous significant 
advancements in regard to improv-
ing speed, efficiency, cost-savings and 
quality,” Mintie added. 

Self-leveling compounds, such as those from Schönox HPS North America, are often used in multifamily projects.




