
14  April 2021 | FLOOR COVERING WEEKLY

By Janet Herlihy

Creating Comfort Underfoot
Carpet cushion and underlayment products
don’t look glamorous but can make a huge
difference in consumer satisfaction and
long-term performance of flooring products.

Carpet Cushion
A good carpet cushion absorbs the im-

pact of every footstep and then springs
back to provide lasting support to the
carpet. The right cushion can also con-
tribute to sound reduction, insulation
and easier maintenance.

There are several basic kinds of carpet
cushion.

Prime polyurethane foam is a firmer
version of the same cushioning used in up-
holstered furniture and mattresses.

Rebond, made from reclaimed scrap of
high-density foam used in furniture and au-

tomotive manufacturing, makes up the ma-
jority of cushion sold in the U.S. It is bonded
together to form a pad and comes in various
grades in terms of thickness and quality.

A fiber cushion pad is a nonwoven mate-
rial usually made from recycled materials,
including postconsumer carpet.

“When selecting cushion, check the
carpet manufacturer’s requirements for
thickness and density,” advised The Carpet
and Rug Institute (CRI). “A general rule is
that most residential carpet applications
should use cushion that is no more than
7/16˝ thick and no less that ∑˝ thick with six
pounds per cubic feet density,” according
to CRI’s website carpet-rug.org.

underlayment for hard surfaCe
Underlayments can be a layer of hard

material such as plywood or cement board
or a soft material such as felt or padding,
as well as self-leveling products that can
be poured over an uneven concrete slab to
create a smooth, flat or level surface prior
to installing a new hard surface floor.

Sound abatement, moisture and tem-
perature control, as well as subfloor im-
provement can all be accomplished with
the right underlayment installed under
hard surface flooring.

There are three main functions a qual-
ity underlayment will provide: moisture
protection, sound control and support for
the joints, said Deanna Summers, mar-
keting manager at MP Global Products.
The right underlayment can also add en-
ergy savings and comfort to the floor with
its insulation benefits.

THE ULTIMATE PROBLEM SOLVERS
CUSHIONS & UNDERLAYMENTS
When it comes to choosing a carpet cushion,
Randy Dye, product/marketing manager at
Leggett & Platt Flooring Products shared
there are two concerns: spills and noise.
“People want their home to be as comfort-
able and quiet as possible while protecting
their (flooring) investment. Most people
have kids and pets or both and they are look-
ing for solutions,” Dye stressed. “A premium
carpet cushion should repel spills (with a
moisture barrier), making cleaning easier
and also reduce noise in the home while pro-
viding luxurious comfort.”

The company offers a broad array of pre-
mium cushions and underlayments for any
hard surface installation. Added Dye, “Our
most popular hard surface underlayment is
our Whisper Step acoustical underlayment. It
can be used under LVT and rigid core (with
attached back), sheet vinyl, laminate, engi-
neered and hardwood.” Whisper Step features
extreme performance. “Not only does it offer
all the features and benefits you would expect
from an underlayment (antimicrobial, mois-

ture protection, sound abatement) but more
importantly, it will support the floor for the
life of the floor guaranteed,” Dye stated. “It
will not bottom out due to its class leading 62
pounds per cubic foot density.”

“In this world of ‘waterproof ’ floors and
the claims to that technology — moisture
that lurks below in the form of vapor in con-
crete can still wreak havoc on the floor over
time,” warned MP Global’s marketing man-
ager Deanna Summers. “In some cases, that
moisture can cause mold growth and delam-
ination of the planks. Having full coverage
protection under the planks helps the planks
endure longer in those high moisture envi-
ronments,” Summers explained.

Sound control and support are two other
equally important features that promise to
reduce noise transmission and smooth out
subfloor imperfections, she continued. Qui-
etWalk Luxury Vinyl is MP Global’s latest
underlayment that specifically addresses vinyl
plank performance. It is built for luxury vinyl
plank, luxury vinyl tile and multi-layer floor-
ing like WPC, SPC, and other rigid core vinyl
and provides superior sound reduction.

And according to Nick Mizzone, market-
ing associate at DriTac Flooring Products,
LLC, suppliers are offering multifunctional
underlayments that are versatile and can
replace the need for additional installation
solutions. “While traditional underlayments
serve primarily as acoustical barriers, new-
er, premium-grade underlayments can also
improve a flooring system’s moisture control

limitations and eliminate the need for an
additional moisture barrier,” he explained,
adding, “Such underlayments can also be
utilized to raise the level of the subfloor, re-
sulting in a lightweight and affordable op-
tion that is favorable to cement mixing. A
multi-use underlayment can compensate
for the imperfections of a subfloor, as they
often do not require it to be completely flat
or clean of adhesive residue.”

DriTac offers a wide-ranging line of acous-
tical and moisture abatement flooring under-
layments suited for glue-down and floating
resilient, wood and laminate for residential
and commercial installations. “The latest
addition to DriTac’s expansive underlay-
ment line is 8400 EnviroTread, a high-per-
formance line of rubber underlayment and
acoustical barrier,” Mizzone said. “Enviro-
Tread is ideal for glue-down and floating
installations of hardwood, carpet and carpet
tile, ceramic tile, ceramic stone and laminate
flooring, and is suitable for both residential
and commercial applications. It is made
from up to 100 percent post-consumer waste
and is VOC compliant.”

Leggett & Platt’s Memory Step carpet
cushion is made with a blend of premium
foam and memory foam material.

DriTac’s EnviroTread is a high-performance
rubber underlayment and acoustical barrier
in 2mm, 5mm, and 10mm thicknesses.




